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March 18, 2003

The Honorable Tom Davis

Chairman

House Government Reform Committee
House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Tom:;

As Chair of the Scnate Committee on Small Business and Entreprencurship, I would like
to offer my congratulations on your appointment as Chairman of the House Government Reform
Committee. 1understand that a top priority of your committee is Federal procurement and that
you intend to reintroduce the Services Acquisition Reform Act to ensure the government can
quickly and efficicntly purchase goods and services.

As you know, the President recently announced his commitment “to examine the Federal
government’s contracting policies to make sure that they encourage competition.” As an integral
part of the Federal government’s vendor base, small businesses increase competition, raising the
quality and lowering the price of goods and services. Therefore, they clearly descrve every
possible fair chance to compete for the business of the Nation’s largest consumer — the Federal
government.

One of my top priorities as the new Chair of the Senate Commiltee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is to continue with the Committee’s efforts to ensure that the Federal
procurement process is both open and fair for small business. Today, I held a hearing that
examined contract bundling and discussed proposed solutions that best utilize Federal contract
dollars but also cnsure the ability of small businesses to compete for those dollars. 1 intend to
work towards legislation that will reflect what I heard today and that will assure the
Adrministration’s ability to open the procurement process for small business.

I'look forward to working with you to develop meaningful procurement reform that
ensures participation by our Nation’s small businesses. If you have any questions, please do not

hesitate to contact me or have your staff call Nancyellen Gentile at (202) 224-

incerely,




