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September 16, 2025

The Honorable Joni Ernst The Honorable Roger Williams
Chair Chair

Committee on Small Business & Entrepreneurship Committee on Small Business
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Edward Markey The Honorable Nydia Velazquez
Ranking Member Ranking Member

Committee on Small Business & Entrepreneurship Committee on Small Business
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives

Dear Chair Ernst, Ranking Member Markey, Chair Williams, and Ranking Member Velazquez:

On behalf of the members of the National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA), we thank you for
your continued support and efforts to strengthen our nation’s small businesses, including those in the
U.S. defense industrial base (U.S. DIB), through the reauthorization of the Small Business Innovation
Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs. As we approach the
September 30, 2025, reauthorization deadline, we respectfully request that Congress prevent any lapse in
the programs by enacting a one-year extension, as it continues to work towards a long-term
reauthorization.

NDIA is the nation's largest defense industry association, representing over 1,500 corporate and close to
65,500 individual members from small, medium, and large contractors, a majority of which are small
businesses. NDIA members design, manufacture, apply, and maintain the cutting-edge technologies,
systems, and platforms that our armed forces rely upon to deter aggression and defend our nation and its
mterests.

The SBIR/STTR programs are a vital tool to bring cost-effective and valuable innovations to our
warfighters. In this era of great power competition, the rapid deployment of the latest advancements in
technology and capabilities with military applications to deter and, if necessary, prevail in conflict is
critical to our national security. Innovation has been and will remain at the heart of the capabilities that
give the U.S. warfighter a winning edge on the battlefield. Small businesses are at the forefront of
innovation.

NDIA supports many of the provisions that have been introduced in the four long-term reauthorization
proposals. This includes S. 853, the “Investing in National Next-Generation Opportunities for Venture
Acceleration and Technological Excellence (INNOVATE) Act, introduced by Chair Ernst, its House
companion, H.R. 4777, introduced by Chair Williams, and S. 1573/H.R. 3169, the “SBIR/STTR
Reauthorization Act of 2025,” introduced by Ranking Member Markey and Ranking Member Velasquez.
NDIA hopes Congress can enact a long-term reauthorization of the SBIR/STTR programs as soon as
possible.



NDIN

2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 700, Arlington, VA 22201-3060 e (703) 522-1820 e (703)522-1885 Fax e NDIA.org

However, as we move towards a long-term reauthorization, it is also essential that we maintain the
innovation pipeline flow to our warfighters by keeping the SBIR/STTR programs operating. As such,
NDIA respectfully asks the Senate to pass H.R. 5100, the clean, one-year extension of the SBIR/STTR
programs, which passed the U.S. House of Representatives by a bipartisan Voice Vote on Monday,
September 15, 2025. This will prevent a harmful lapse in the programs while enabling a longer-term
extension to be enacted at any time over the next year.

On behalf of NDIA’s members, we thank you again for your combined efforts to unleash the full power
of the small businesses within the U.S. DIB to the ultimate benefit of our national security and
warfighters. We look forward to continuing to work with you and your staff on the long-term 2025
reauthorization of the SBIR/STTR programs.

Sincerely,

Ead x N—3—

Hon. David L. Norquist
NDIA President and CEO



