
 
SBIR/STTR Programs Deliver Real Results 

Since 1982, the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology 
Transfer (STTR) programs have invested more than $77 billion in research and development awards 
for 33,000 innovative small businesses throughout the United States.  
 
For every $1 awarded to small businesses, the program returns up to $33 in economic benefits. 
Additionally, one out of every eight FDA-approved drugs is linked to the STTR and SBIR programs. 
Massachusetts is ranked 2nd nationally in the SBIR/STTR programs, awarding $9 billion to 2,600 
Massachusetts small businesses.  
 
This funding has helped spur life-saving inventions like the world’s smallest heart pump and the 
continuous glucose monitoring device for Type 1 diabetics, as well as breakthroughs in treating diseases 
such as cancer and Alzheimer’s.  
 

Markey Leads Fight to Protect SBIR/STTR in  
the Small Business Innovation and Economic Security Act 

Despite efforts to dismantle these programs, Senator Markey turned the lights back on for American 
innovation and led the fight to protect the merit-based nature of these programs, which has led to its 
outsized success.  
 
Because of Senator Markey’s leadership, the Small Business Innovation and Economic Security Act:  
 
Reauthorizes the SBIR and STTR programs for five years.  

→ Senator Markey delivered the assurance small businesses need to take the necessary risks to 
invest their time and resources in developing technologies that will one day solve the problems 
of tomorrow by reauthorizing the program for five years. 

 
Rejects lifetime caps and preserves merit-based competition in the SBIR/STTR 
programs. 

→ Senator Markey rejected efforts that would have kicked out dozens of successful SBIR 
companies and curtailed the success of hundreds more. More than 3,700 small businesses, 
including nearly 300 in Massachusetts, will continue to have full access to more than $4 billion 
in SBIR and STTR funding every year because of Senator Markey’s defense of the innovation 
economy. 
 

Protects the STTR program and research institutions’ ability to participate.  
→ Senator Markey fought against proposed cuts to the STTR program, ensuring that innovation and 

collaboration between small businesses and research institutions, such as Harvard University, 
Tufts University, and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Massachusetts, can continue to thrive. 

 
Ensures all Fiscal Year 2026 SBIR funding is retained.  

→ Senator Markey fought to ensure that any agency that is unable to spend their Fiscal Year 2026 
SBIR/STTR funding due to the extended lapse will be authorized to carry over such funding into 
Fiscal Year 2027. This will ensure that no funding is lost as a result of the programs’ lapse. 

Senator Markey Protects Federal Small Business Innovation Programs in 
the Small Business Innovation and Economic Security Act  

Small Business Committee Ranking Member Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.)  



Maintains strong foreign due diligence requirements and requires transparency 
from agencies.  

→ Senator Markey successfully extended the 2022 bipartisan foreign due diligence program and 
secured guidelines for agencies to notify small businesses when they’ve been flagged for 
potential foreign risk, allowing small businesses to mitigate such risks and remain competitive 
for SBIR/STTR funding.  
 

Increases commercialization opportunities for Energy and Space projects.  
→ The Department of Energy and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) now 

have the authority to make direct Phase II awards, ensuring we are fast tracking the 
commercialization of clean and cutting-edge technology in the space and energy sector.    

 
Preserves SBIR/STTR funding for the smallest small businesses.  

→ Senator Markey believes the greatest beneficiaries of the program should be small business 
unable to access private funding. By securing a limit on how much SBIR funding can go to new 
jumbo awards of up to $30 million and making this program optional for agencies as opposed to 
required, Senator Markey protected SBIR dollars for the smallest small businesses.  

 
Gives small businesses greater flexibility in getting technical and commercialization 
assistance. 

→ Senator Markey ensured small businesses have the flexibility they need to work with trusted 
partners of their choice for technical assistance and trainings to bring their SBIR technology to 
life. 

 

“The five-year reauthorization of the SBIR/STTR programs is a win-win-win-
win—for American small businesses, for workers, for the innovation economy, 

and for the communities they serve. 
 

“The federal government and the American people deserve to have access to the 
most innovative technologies. Our brave men and women who defend our 
freedom deserve to be equipped with the best available technology to keep 

themselves, and all of us at home, safe. Our friends and family who are battling 
illnesses deserve access to the most effective, breakthrough treatments 

innovation can offer. 
 

“While this legislation does not include every improvement I would like to see, 
it will immediately reopen these essential programs so that we can once again 
stake our position on the world stage, empowering our most nimble allies—our 

small businesses.” -Ranking Member Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) 
 


