
 

   

 

June 17th, 2026 

 

Administrator Kelly Loeffler 

U.S. Small Business Administration 

409 3rd St., SW 

Washington, DC 20416 

 

RE: Citizenship requirements for SBA programs 

 

Dear Administrator Loeffler: 

 

We write as members of the Massachusetts State Legislature to voice our serious concerns about 

the Small Business Administration’s policy changes restricting lawful residents (green card 

holders, asylees, refugees, and other individuals lawfully in the country) from participating in the 

SBA’s lending programs. We respectfully request that this policy be rescinded and that you 

restore the resources that many of our residents rely on to start and maintain their businesses.  

 

Most people who immigrate to the US, whether they’re seeking better opportunities or fleeing 

danger, come because this country believes that your current circumstances don’t have to govern 

what the rest of your life can look like. Many arrive here believing in the ideals that the US was 

built on: entrepreneurship, hard work, and perseverance. Many start building something of their 

own, usually a business, and start contributing to the community that welcomed them. The SBA 

loan programs function as an equalizer for a lot of folks in the immigrant community with this 

story; who have faced a history of discriminatory banking practices, exclusionary policies, and 

other systemic barriers that left them without access to traditional capital. Revoking that access 

not only takes away a longstanding funding tool, it tells immigrants, and anyone around the 

world who views the US as a beacon of opportunity: we believe in the American Dream, just not 

for you. 

 

According to the MIRA Coalition, immigrants generate roughly $130 billion in economic output 

annually for Massachusetts and make up 28% of business owners in the state. In Greater Boston, 

immigrants own 40% of “Main Street” businesses. They are integral to our economy and while 



 

   

 

some of these folks may be citizens, many of them have other immigration statuses that may 

make them ineligible for much needed capital support. According to a 2025 survey by MassINC 

and the Coalition for an Equitable Economy, 68% of Black business owners and 70% of Latino 

business owners, many of whom are green card holders, have a pressing need for capital access, 

while only 32% of white business owners experience the same need. 

 

Moreover, according to an analysis conducted by the Senate Committee on Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship under Senator Ed Markey, in FY25 about 237 SBA loans went to green card 

holders in Massachusetts; investing nearly $100 million of capital and supporting 

approximately 1,100 jobs. By disallowing some of the most entrepreneurial members of our 

community from accessing the capital resources that may make the difference between success 

and closure, we are not only hurting families and communities but stunting the growth of our 

economy. 

These policy changes unfairly target vulnerable and entrepreneurial community members who 

are lawfully present in the United States, are paying taxes, creating jobs, and building up our 

local economies. You have the power to direct the SBA to invest in the American dream that 

many of our lawful residents and entrepreneurs believe in. We urge you in the strongest terms to 

rescind this policy and restore our lawful residents’ access to SBA loans. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Andy Vargas 

State Representative 

3rd Essex District 

 

 
Adam Gomez 

State Senator 

Hampden District 

 

 

https://www.massincpolling.com/our-work/2025-cee-survey
https://www.massincpolling.com/our-work/2025-cee-survey


 

   

 

 

Tara T. Hong 

State Representative 

18th Middlesex District 

 

 
Kate Donaghue 

State Representative 

19th Worcester District 

 

 
Patrick Kearney 

State Representative 

4th Plymouth District 

 

 
Sam Montaño 

State Representative 

15th Suffolk 

 

 
Priscilla Sousa 

State Representative 

6th Middlesex District 

 

 

 
Nick Collins 

State Senator 

First Suffolk District 

 

 
Michael D. Brady 

State Senator 

Second Plymouth and Norfolk District 

 

 
Justin Thurber 

State Representative 

5th Bristol District 

 

 

 
Liz Miranda 

State Senator 

Second Suffolk District 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 
Marcus Vaughn 

State Representative 

9th Norfolk District 

 
Danillo Sena 

State Representative 

37th Middlesex District 

 

 
Shirley Arriaga 

State Representative 

8th Hampden District 

 
Kip Diggs 

State Representative 

2nd Barnstable District 

 

 
Carlos Gonzalez 

State Representative 

10th Hampden District 

 

 

Pavel Payano 

State Senator 

First Essex District 

 
Lydia Edwards 

State Senator 

Third Suffolk District 

 

Chynah Tyler 
Chynah Tyler 

State Representative 

7th Suffolk District 

 
Judith Garcia 

State Representative 

11th Suffolk District 

 

 
Manny Cruz 

State Representative 

7th Essex District 

 



 

   

 

 

 
Brandy Fluker-Reid 

State Representative 

12th Suffolk 

 

 
Homar Gomez 

State Representative 

2nd Hampshire District 

 

 
Leigh Davis 

State Representative 

3rd Berkshire District 

 
Francisco Paulino 

State Representative 

16th Essex District 

 

 
Rita Mendes 

State Representative 

11th Plymouth District 

 

 

 
Orlando Ramos 

State Representative 

9th Hampden District 

 

 
Edward R. Philips 

State Representative 

8th Norfolk District 

 

 
Mike Connolly 

State Representative 

26th Middlesex District 

 
Hadley Luddy 

State Representative 

4th Barnstable District 

 

 

Mindy Domb 

State Representative 

3rd Hampshire District 

 



 

   

 

 
Amy Sangiolo 

State Representative 

11th Middlesex District 

 

 

Christine Barber 

State Representative 

34th Middlesex District 

 
Sal DiDomenico 

State Senator 

Middlesex & Suffolk District 

 
Barry R. Finegold 

State Senator 

Second Essex & Middlesex District 

 

 
Vanna Howard 

State Senator 

First Middlesex District 

 

 
Kate Lipper-Garabedian 

State Representative 

32nd Middlesex District 

 

 

 
Becca Rausch 

State Senator 

Norfolk, Worcester and Middlesex District 

 

 
Marjorie Decker 

State Representative 

25th Middlesex District 

 

 
Tram Nguyen 

State Representative 

18th Essex District 

 

 
Antonio Cabral 

State Representative 

13th Bristol District 

 



 

   

 

 
Robyn Kennedy 

State Senator 

First Worcester District 

 
Patricia Duffy 

State Representative 

5th Hampden District 

 

 
Steve Owens 

State Representative 

29th Middlesex District 

 

 
Natalie Higgins 

State Representative 

4th Worcester District 

 

 
Adrian Madaro 

State Representative 

1st Suffolk District 

 

 

 
Erika Uyterhoeven 

State Representative 

27th Middlesex District 

 

 
Dave Rogers 

State Representative 

24th Middlesex 

 

 
Carmine Gentile 

State Representative 

13th Middlesex District 

 

 
Julian Cyr 

State Senator 

Cape and Islands District 

 

 
Jo Comerford 

State Senator 

Hampshire, Franklin, and Worcester District 

 



 

   

 

 
Jay Livingstone 

State Representative 

8th Suffolk District 

 

 
Hannah Bowen 

State Representative 

6th Essex District 

 

 
Meghan Kilcoyne 

State Representative 

12th Worcester District 

 

 
Lindsay Sabadosa 

State Representative 

1st Hampshire District 

 

 
Christopher Flanagan 

State Representative 

1st Barnstable District 

 

 
Michelle DuBois 

State Representative 

10th Plymouth District 

 

 
Jack Lewis 

State Representative 

7th Middlesex District 

 

 
Susannah Whipps 

State Representative 

2nd Franklin District 

 

 
Michelle Badger 

State Representative 

1st Plymouth 

 

 
Sean Reid 

State Representative 

11th Essex 


