Senator Joni Ernst Senator Ed Markey

Chair Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship

260 Russell Senate Office Building 255 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20002 Washington, DC 20002

September 18, 2025
Dear Chair Ernst and Ranking Member Markey:

On behalf of the undersigned businesses and organizations, we urge Congress to swiftly extend the
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR)
programs before their authorization lapses on September 30. A short-term extension would provide
the time needed for continued bipartisan negotiations on reauthorization while ensuring that these
vital programs do not experience a damaging interruption.

For more than four decades, SBIR and STTR have been among the most effective federal programs
for driving innovation, strengthening U.S. competitiveness, and fostering high-quality job creation.
These programs fund breakthrough technologies developed by small businesses across every state,
serving the mission needs of federal agencies while catalyzing private-sector growth. Allowing a
lapse—even a brief one—would risk undermining research pipelines, disrupt partnerships, and
send a message of uncertainty to the very companies driving U.S. innovation.

We recognize that important negotiations are ongoing between Democratic and Republican
members of Congress over how best to reauthorize these programs. While these differing proposals
may not align on every legislative detail, they each share a common interest in avoiding a lapse and
ensuring that any long-term reauthorization preserves what has made SBIR and STTR successful.

We support provisions that:

e Provide long-term certainty for the programs, ideally permanent reauthorization, so small
businesses can plan with confidence.

o Ensure sufficient allocation levels that reflect the programs’ proven return on taxpayer
investment.

o |Improve commercialization pathways, such as strengthening and expanding Phase I
opportunities and agency support to help bridge the “valley of death.”

e Support efforts to strengthen recruitment and support of new applicants and simplify
application processes.

e Prevent agencies from placing unreasonable limits on indirect cost rates.

At the same time, we urge caution in adopting any provisions that would undermine
participation in SBIR/STTR, such as:

o Narrowing eligibility in ways that exclude capable and innovative small businesses.
e Imposing duplicative or overly burdensome compliance, audit, or reporting mandates.



e Creating unnecessary hurdles for venture-backed or other qualified small businesses that
have proven track records of innovation.

o Adding administrative requirements that increase red tape without improving accountability
or outcomes.

In short, we urge Congress to act without delay to extend the SBIR/STTR programs ahead of the
September 30 deadline. This extension would safeguard continuity for America’s innovation
ecosystem while providing negotiators with the time and space needed to reconcile differences in
reauthorization proposals.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your longstanding bipartisan support of
America’s small business innovators.

Sincerely,

Lynn Abramson, Clean Energy Business Network, President - Washington, DC
Antonina Teo, Time Consulting, Investor - Pago Pago, AS

Zak Holman, Swift Coat, CTO - Phoenix, AZ

Kate Fisher - Tempe, AZ

Olivier Marie, Delta Energy Partners, Principal - Berkeley, CA

Linda Mellen - Huntington Beach, CA

Christopher Haddock - Los Angeles, CA

Deepa Lounsbury, LabStart, CEO - Oakland, CA

Christopher Allen, CJA Systems, LLC., Principal - Redwood City, CA

Jason Anderson, Cleantech San Diego, President - San Diego, CA

Detelina lvanova, CLIMFORMATICS Inc, Cofounder & CTO - San Diego, CA
Robert Bithorn, Direct Electron, LP, CEO - San Diego, CA

Emma Regan, Savor Foods, Chief of Staff - San Jose, CA

Nancy Gin - Santa Barbara, CA

Josh Cable, T2M Advisors, President - Sierra Madre, CA

Zora Chung, ReJoule, Cofounder & CFO - Signal Hill, CA

Rachel Avina - Stanford, CA

Amir Eskanlou - Stanford, CA

Charly DeKoning, SVI Group, Managing Director - Sunnyvale, CA

Anurag Poddar - Sunnyvale, CA

AlMcGregor, Perfect Energy, Inc, COO - Arvada, CO

Henry Price, Solar Dynamics LLC, Director - Broomfield, CO

Nicole Corder, Neurodiversity Works, Cofounder - Commerce City, CO
Eric Frazier - Denver, CO

Church Coty, Tap Energy LLC, Owner - Erie, CO

Eddie Oquendo, Empere, LLC, Owner - Norwich, CT

Deepak Haste, Qualtech Systems, Inc., Director - Rocky Hill, CT

Jim Kurtz, RER Energy Group, President - Washington, DC

Jonathan Colby, Streamwise Development, LLC, President - Washington, DC
Greg Hutchings, Lectrolyst LLC, President and Cofounder - Wilmington, DE



Walter Schurtenberger, Hydrokinetic Energy Corp., CEO - Key West, FL
Michael Qi - New Port Richey, FL

Patricia Arauz-Corrow, Quest Power International, LLC, General Manager - Orlando, FL
Sue Easter, Semplastics, Owners - Qviedo, FL

Diane Claudio - Oviedo, FL

Bill Easter - Oviedo, FL

Vanessa Morales - Oviedo, FL

Jenny Spidell - Oviedo, FL

Delia DeBuc, iScreen 2 Prevent LLC, CEO - Pembroke Pines, FL

Daniel Camacho, Abender Corp., CEO - Plantation, FL

William Arnold, OceanSpace LLC, CEO - St Petersburg, FL

Sylvester Iro, Solar Start Ltd LLC, CEO & Founder - Atlanta, GA

Hamed Soroush, Teverra LLC, CEO - Atlanta, GA

David Sillman - Buford, GA

Allister Layne - Conyers, GA

Nhut Dang, Diversican Corporation, Founder - Suwanee, GA

Ron Weidenbach, Hawaii Fish Company Inc., President - Waialua, HlI

Roland Garton, Garton Consulting Services, President - Champaign, IL

Edilio Escobar, Solares Energy Efficiency Solutions LLC, CEO - Chicago, IL
Steven Sondheim - Chicago, IL

CB Panchal, E3Tec Service LLC, President - Hoffman Estates, IL

Joe Darguzas, GUESS Group, Vice President - Homewood, IL

Jie Li- Lemont, IL

Carolyn Massey - Quincy, IL

David Mann, MPI Solar, LLC, President - Bloomington, IN

Adam Ducote, Virgil Strategies, Founding Principal - Baton Rouge, LA

Joan Popolo, ACTION Innovation Network, Executive Director - Beverly, MA
Nili Persits, Dottir Labs, Founder - Brookline, MA

Christina Tamer - Hadley, MA

Alyssa Belleville, Foresight Science & Technology, Inc., Dir. Sales & Marketing - Hopkinton, MA
Mouad Damir, Damir Fusion Group, Founder - Methuen, MA

Michael Patrick O'Malley - New Bedford, MA

Alexander Otto, Solid Material Solutions, LLC, President - North Chelmsford, MA
Aaron Baskerville-Bridges, AeroShield Materials Inc., Cofounder & CCO - Somerville, MA
Beth Zonis, Cleantech Open Northeast, ACT, Senior Director - Somerville, MA
Jonathan Edelson - Springfield, MA

Michael Serio, Advanced Fuel Research, Inc., President - Sturbridge, MA
Alexei Kanareykin, Euclid Techlabs LLC, CEO - Beltsville, MD

Cara Martin, OTS R&D, Inc., CEO - Beltsville, MD

Genshe Chen, Intelligent Fusion Technology, Inc., CTO - Germantown, MD
Alan Miller, CoolPact Capital, Managing Director - Rockville, MD

Jeff Marks, ClimateWork Maine, Executive Director - Portland, ME

Kay Aikin, Dynamic Grid, CEO - Portland, ME

Saemin Choi, NX Fuels Inc, CEO - Ann Arbor, Ml



Gibran Washington, GneissLife Innovations, Founder & Owner - Detroit, Ml

John Heiss, Heiss Consulting Services LLC, Manager - Detroit, Ml

Stephen LeBeau, nanoMAG LLC, President - Northville, Mi

Shelia Dudley - Royal Oak, Mi

William OBanion, Sabine Technology, Cofounder & CEO - Spring Lake, Ml

Charles Cauchy, Enersla LLC, Managing Member - Traverse City, Ml

Shelley Cooper, GCN, Partner - Ypsilanti, Ml

Gregg Mast, Clean Energy Economy Minnesota, Executive Director - Minneapolis, MN
Emi Ito - Minneapolis, MN

Patrick Hosty, Startup & SBIR awardee acquired by Fortune 200 Company, - Kansas City, MO
Mark Isaacs, GS Research LLC, Founder & CEO - Bay Saint Louis, MS

Randy Hafer, High Plains Architects, P.C., Cofounder - Billings, MT

Chris Daum, Oasis Montana Inc., President - Stevensville, MT

Rick Clemenzi, Intelli-Products Inc., Principal Engineer - Asheville, NC

Karl Mattsson - Cary, NC

Denise Gregory, The Gregory Law Firm LLC, Owner - Charlotte, NC

Raghubir Gupta, Susteon Inc., CEO - Morrisville, NC

Heather Splawn, Kyma Technologies, Inc., President & CEO - Raleigh, NC

James Nash, Brayton Energy LLC, Engineering Director - Hampton, NH

Mitrajit Mukherjee, Exelus Inc, President - Fairfield, NJ

Dennis Wilson - Whippany, NJ

Delcie Dobrovolny, Equiterra Regenerative Design, Principal - Albuquerque, NM
Tracy Kliphuis, EnviTrace LLC, CEO - Santa Fe, NM

Alan Stanton, Southwest Sciences, Inc., President - Santa Fe, NM

Mark Walker, Johnswalkerworldwide LLC, Founder - Brooklyn, NY

Rick Lewandowski, Direct Gain Consulting, Founder - Cottekill, NY

Romy Fain, Heat Inverse, LLC, CEO - Ithaca, NY

Min Nie, Ultinat, Inc., CEO - Ithaca, NY

Pat Sapinsley, Build Efficiently, LLC, President - New York, NY

Judy Min, ecoLong, Chief Product Officer - New York, NY

Robert Messinger - New York, NY

Lin-Feng Li, Bettergy Corp., Cofounder & CTO - Peekskill, NY

Eleanor Rusling, MicroEra Power, Inc., CEO - Rochester, NY

Rutherford Charlot - Saint Albans, NY

Colin Deller, Clearsign Technologies Corporation, CEO - Tulsa, OK

Derek Pettifer - Tulsa, OK

Rita Hansen - Bend, OR

Thor Hinckley, E-Mobility, Distributed Generation Consulting, Consultant - Portland, OR
lan Nieves, Gaia Energy Research Institute, Sr. Tech Transfer Consultant - Philadelphia, PA
Jeaneen Zappa, Keystone Energy Efficiency Alliance, Executive Director - Philadelphia, PA
Ed Weinberg, ESSRE Consulting, Inc., Founder & CEO - Richboro, PA

Luis Angel Rivera Rivera - Camuy, PR

Joe James, Agri-Tech Producers LLC, Entrepreneur - Columbia, SC

JoAnn Mclntosh - Clarksville, TN



Michael Sams, AMSEnergy Corp, CEO & President - Columbia, TN
Samantha Snabes, re:3D Inc, CEO - Austin, TX

Karl Hartwig, Shear Form, Inc., President - Bryan, TX

Hermann Lebit, Alma Energy LLC, Owner - Houston, TX

John Lievois, Blue Sky Measurements, Inc, CEO - Houston, TX

Christy Robinson - Houston, TX

Catherine King - Leander, TX

Jeff Xu, Leaptran, Inc., CEO - San Antonio, TX

Maogi (Mark) Feng, Polykala Technologies LLC, Owner - San Antonio, TX
Mark Sullivan, Sullivan Biomedical LLC, Engineer - San Antonio, TX

Chett Boxley, GlycoSurf, Inc., CEO - Salt Lake City, UT

Allan Reaburn, Particle Flux Analytics Inc, President & Chair - Salt Lake City, UT
Alexia Jordan, Alliance to Save Energy, Manager, Stakeholder Relations - Alexandria, VA
Whitney Colella - Alexandria, VA

Brian Darling - Alexandria, VA

Mary German - Alexandria, VA

Diane Schrier - Alexandria, VA

Jyothi Sunkari - Alexandria, VA

William Taylor, At-sea Development, LLC, Vice President - Arlington, VA
Nancy Najarian, Business Finland North America, Sr. Advisor Clean Tech - Arlington, VA
Brittany Aikman - Chantilly, VA

Nancy Miller - Fairfax, VA

Ronald Smith - Falls Church, VA

Rasheq Rahman, TYGR Ventures LLC, CEO - Mc Lean, VA

Mansour Masoudi, Emissol LLC, CEO - Bothell, WA

James Joslin, MarineSitu, Inc, CEO - Leavenworth, WA

Wei Liu, Molecule Works Inc., CEO - Richland, WA

Brian Allen, Appropriate Technology Group, Managing Director - Seattle, WA
Eddie Kwon, Narion, CEO - Seattle, WA

Meghan Brookler, Nova Group, Director of Impact - Seattle, WA

Robert Geiger - Seattle, WA

Carol Hirschmugl, COnovate, CEO - Milwaukee, WI



